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In 1978 China started an economic reform movement which saw it all the way 
through to the 43 billion USD spectacle of the 29th Olympic Games 30 years 
later. During these past three+ decades, urbanization has been proceeding 
at an unprecedented pace, with an annual ratio higher than anywhere else in 
the world. It is estimated that by the year 2040 more than 60% of China's 
(then) 1.6 billion will live (more or less adequately housed) in ca. estimated 
800 cities with a population larger than 500,000. This course is designed to 
address issues specific to China's present and future urbanity, land use, 
sustainability and local identity. Some of these developments are still first and 
foremost governed by the one-child policy, the peculiar household (hukou) 
system, and the staggering phenomena of internal migration which 
constitutes a high-pressure demographic variable urban planners and 
municipal authorities are struggling hard to contend with. In a related area, 
resource restrictions and environmental degradation create situations which 
alternatively produce highly negative newspaper tag lines as well as highly 
innovative solution. At the same time, China's architectural heritage is being 
reformulated and renegotiated between a variety of actors on a daily basis.  



 

This course is designed to take the student through various stages of China's 
urban development  -  I distinguish roughly between four phases:  
1. Traditional approaches to city siting, its spatial layout, construction and 
administration before 1911. 
2. The Republican period between 1911 and 1949, when different, oftentimes 
imported, political, economic and cultural values started to manifest 
themselves spatially.  
3. The period of the construction of the so-called Socialist City, specifically 
with the danwei (work unit) model as its most basic modular element (1950 to 
the mid-1980s) 
4. The breakneck speed construction and urban re-structuring phase which 
China has witnessed in the past quarter century. Much of the focus of this 
course will be centered on the debates, policies and implementational 
strategies which occur in this time window. This includes taking a very close 
look at the constant tug-o-war between official authorities, developers, and 
preservationists wishing to preserve what is left of China's architectural and 
urban heritage.  
 

Course objectives: 
- An overview of traditional spatial concepts governing the establishments of 

cities in China. 

- A brief look back at the notion of planning for the masses in the Mao-era 

(including Marxist-Soviet principles) 

- The rediscovery of the city as a market-place: modern planning as a 

competitive process. 

- The new dichotomy of central urban planning and local participation. 

- Identification of problems, both on a decision-making level and during the 

stages of implementation. 

- Identification of urban planning scenarios with model character, especially in 

regards to sustainability and responsible land-use 

- Engage the student in exercises simulating planning strategies which 

respond to a unique set of pressures and non-negotiable variables 

 

 

Introduction to the objectives of this course   
Monday, August 31  -  No readings   Exercise 

 

- Required purchases and readings: 

Campanella, Thomas: The Concrete Dragon: China's Urban Revolution and 



 

What it Means for the World  (Princeton Architectural Press, 2008) 

Edelmann, Frederic (ed.): In the Chinese City: Perspectives on the 

Transmutations of an Empire (Actar 2008) 

- Exercise - Structural and visual analysis of Weng Fen's series of 

photographs of Shenzhen 

 

 

Survey of available materials about the urban form in 

China 
Wednesday, September 2   Ca. 70 pages/materials  No  Exercise 

 

A general overview of the available materials  – introduction to  textual and 

visual media and on-line resources.  

 

Readings: 

 

Diverse cross-section , to be determined anew (DDD) 

 

The traditional city: design principles and functions  
Monday, September 7    Ca. 90 pages   No exercise 

Wednesday, September 9   Ca. 70 pages   Exercise 

 

The round and the square, Heaven and Earth, gates and walls, the central 

axis and the ward, the market and the garrison, the palace and the sacrificial 

altars, these have been the defining elements of traditional Chinese cities 

since their inception in the Shang and Zhou dynasties. China successfully 

implemented an administrative spatial grid of tiered urban nodes over its 

territorial domain which was highly effective and remarkably stable. This 

system held firm until well into the 19th century, when in the wake of the 

Opium Wars a number of then still minor coastal cities were forced to open to 

foreign trade and investment. The design principles of the Ming and even of 

previous dynasties can still be traced in some instances - these are tales of 

legacies lost, abandoned and/or (partially) recovered.  

Readings: 
Chinese Cities: Origins and Functions 
Glenn T. Trewartha 



 

Annals of the Association of American geographers,  vol.41, nr.1, 1951 
(March), pages 69-93.  
 
The Historical Development of Chinese Urban Morphology. 
Author: Jin, Wu; In: Journal: Planning Perspectives 1993, Volume: 8, issue 1, 
p.20-52 
 
Chang Sen-dou: Some observations on the morphology of Chinese Cities;  
Annals of the Association of American Geographers, vol.60:1, 1970 (March), 
pages 63-91 
 

Nancy Schatzman – Two chapters of her book on the subject (DDD) 
 

Visual: Photo gallery on China's so-called earliest (first) "city": Liangzhu 良渚

古城 

 
The networked city in an agrarian society – William 
Skinner's marketplace theory and macro-regions 
Monday, September 14   Ca. 100 pages   No exercise 
 
If we take the atlas of Sichuan province (classified publication, mid-1980s), 
zooming in on almost any page which shows the central lowland basin 
regions (the so-called Chengdu Basin), what is striking is the astonishingly 
even spacing of the villages in relation to the market towns. The Chengdu 
Basin is a textbook example of a hierarchically organized system of 
settlements which, according to William Skinner, economize on space and 
transportation arteries to supply local and regional markets with necessary 
commodities. Skinner identified eight such so-called macro-regions in China, 
all with coherent spatial characteristics and equally coherent economic 
distribution patterns. We will take a look at Skinner's theory, argue with and 
against it, and take a peek at the Chengdu Basin via Google Earth to 
(possibly) see how new urbanization trends have affected natural settlements 
and first order villages over the past 25 years in the same area. 
 
Readings: 
William Skinner: The City in Late Imperial China; 1977. Full-text on-line at 
URL http://hdl.handle.net/2027/heb.02381 ; Especially part 2, section 2: Cities 
and the Hierarchy of Local Systems, p.275ff.  (Note: Netid required to login 
and access this chapter) 
 
China Historical GIS datasets: Physiographic macroregions of China 
according to William Skinner 

file:///D:\==Courses\courses\Readings\From%20Imperial%20Garden%20to%20Public%20Park.pdf
file:///D:\==Courses\courses\Readings\From%20Imperial%20Garden%20to%20Public%20Park.pdf
file:///D:\==Courses\courses\Readings\From%20Imperial%20Garden%20to%20Public%20Park.pdf
http://hahn.zenfolio.com/p897365963
http://hahn.zenfolio.com/p897365963


 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis/data/chgis/downloads/v4/datasets/v4_Phys
iogMacro_pgn.html 
(Please check the file "Note regarding Physiographic Macroregions...") 
 
A critique of Skinner's macroregions theory was published by Carolyn Cartier 
under the title  
Origins and Evolution of a Geographical Idea: The Macroregion in China 
Modern China, 2002, vol.28:1, p.79-142. 
 

 
The Republican city (colonized and repossessed) 
Wednesday, September  16  Ca. 80 pages   No exercise 
Monday, September 21    Ca. 70 pages   No exercise 
 
There are different scenarios regarding the temporal typology of urban 
planning and construction of China's cities in the Republican period (1911-
1949). In some cases, 1911 to 1933 and 1934 to 1949 may be two applicable 
and distinct developmental segments, in other cases the entire Japanese 
occupational period and the ensuing Civil War period (1937 to 1949) needs to 
be taken out of the equation. In any event, the breakdown of the imperial 
order and the establishment of a more federal bureaucracy, combined with 
knowledge of planners and architects returning home after being trained 
abroad, resulted in an extremely interesting situation in regard to urban 
spaces in transition. New land policies, new technologies, new ideas were 
implemented on a scale the country had not seen in many centuries. Many of 
the foundations laid back in the 1920s and 30s are still visible in the urban 
morphologies of some of China's major cities.  
 
Readings: 
From Imperial Gardens to Public Parks: The Transformation of Urban Space 
in Early Twentieth-Century Beijing ; By Shi Mingzheng. In: Modern China 
1998; Volume: 24, Issue: 3, Pages: 219-254 ISSN: 0097-7004 
 
American Planning in China 1911-1937; Cody, Jeff: In: Planning Perspectives, 
Volume 11, Number 4, 1 October 1996, pp. 339-377(39) 
 
Urbanization and Historical Change in China; By Susan Mann; In: Modern 
China, vol.10, issue 1, 1984, pages 79-113. 
 
Practice and thoughts on Urban Renovation of Xiamen City amid Early 
Modernization (1920-1938); by Li Baihua & Yan Xin; in: China City Planning 
Review vol. 17:4, 2008, pp. 64-72.  (DDD) 
 

http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis/data/chgis/downloads/v4/datasets/v4_PhysiogMacro_pgn.html
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~chgis/data/chgis/downloads/v4/datasets/v4_PhysiogMacro_pgn.html


 

Designing China's Urban Future: The Greater Shanghai Plan, 1927-1937; by 
KL MacPherson; In: Planning Perspectives vol 5, issue 1, January 1990, 
pages 39 - 62  
(Note: Large file - 5.5MB) 
 
Building a Dream - Constructing a National Capital in Nanjing, 1927 - 1937 
(Note: Access the book and the specific article 9 via the library catalog - you 
must be logged in with your netid to access the full-text version) 
Charles D. Musgrove 
 
Chapter 9 in Esherick, Joseph W.(ed.). Remaking the Chinese City: 
Modernity and National Identity, 1900-1950. Honolulu, HI, USA: University of 
Hawaii Press, 2000. p 139.ff 
 
Chinese Cities: Numbers and Distribution 
Glenn T. Trewartha; In: Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers,  vol.41:4, 1951 (Dec), pages 331-347.  
 

 
The 1950s: Creating the socialist city 
Wednesday, September 23  Ca. 80 pages   No exercise 
 
It can be argued with a certain degree of conviction that  most if not all cities 
in China at the eve of the 1949 Communist Revolution did not correspond to 
expectations of the so-called socialist city. Beijing as the future capital had a 
workers base of only 5%; Shanghai had a higher percentage of blue-collar 
workers, but was affected by exploitation, corruption and unequal distribution 
of wealth and resources. With the help of Soviet experts, Chinese planners 
sought to create socialist cities which would (ideally) allow every single citizen 
equal (and heavily subsidized) access to every single service, amenity, and 
resource the municipal authorities saw fit and necessary to provide. The 
spectrum between theory and practice, a specifically Marxist domain of 
empirical and philosophical discovery, was as broad as China is large, but 
with limited funds available, many valid and innovative projects did not go 
through. Still, China experienced a wide range of urban experimentation well 
into the mid-sixties.   

Readings: 
The Chinese Approach to City Planning: Policy, Administration, and Action 
Laurence J. C. Ma; In: Asian Survey, Vol. 19, No. 9 (Sep., 1979), pp. 838-855 
 
Urban planning in socialist China : Theory and practice 
Yichun Xie and Frank J. Costa: in: Cities, Volume 10, Issue 2, May 1993, 



 

Pages 103-114  
 
The Urban Communes and Anti-City Experiment in Communist China 
By Janet Salaff; in: The China Quarterly, no. 29, 1967, pages 82-110 
 
Four Theses in Study of China's Urbanization 
John Friedman 
China City Planning Review, Beijing, Vol. 15 No.2, 2006, p. 80-85 
 
Research Trends in the Study of Chinese Cities: A Review Essay 
William Jankowiak, 1998 
http://www.anthrosource.net/ 
 
Land use Changes and City Planning in Shenyang and Canton 
Chor-Pang Lo, Clifton W. Pannell and Roy Welch  
Geographical Review, Vol. 67, No. 3 (Jul., 1977), pp. 268-283 
 
Additional reading: 
Planning the city of Socialist Man; by Jack C. Fisher. In: Journal of the 
American Planning Association, Volume 28, Issue 4 November 1962, pages 
251 - 265 (DDD) 

 
Radical changes - undone morphologies 
Monday, September 28  Ca. 90 pages   Exercise 
 
"Shock and awe" is perhaps the best way to describe the explosive growth of 
China's ever growing number of 1st, 2nd and 3rd tier cities. The pluralism of 
conflicts and contradictions points towards antagonistic and oftentimes openly 
confrontational approaches within the planning communities, expressing itself 
in dichotomies such as preservation versus renewal; car culture at the 
expense of walkability; necessary civil infrastructure improvements versus 
limited land resources; signature architecture ("Sinotecture", "Starchitecture") 
versus low-key run-of-the-mill construction; and the prioritizing of new spatial 
concepts (gated communities for example) over traditional models. The 
solutions presented by planners in China to these issues have resulted in a 
drastic redefinition of the urban fabric, both socially and spatially.   

The Growth and Structural Change of Chinese Cities - a contextual and 
geographic analysis; By George C. S. Lin, Hong Kong 
 
Displaying the People: National Day Parades and Exhibition Architecture;  
Wu Hung: Remaking Beijing (2005), pages 85-86, 104-130. (Note: large file - 



 

9.5MB) 
 
Redefining the axis of Beijing: Revolution and Nostalgia in the Planning of the 
new Capital; By Yu Shuishan; in: Journal of Urban History vol.34, no.4, 2008, 
pages 571-608 
(Note: VERY large file - 30MB; will take a while to download) 
 
Preserving the Old Beijing: The first conflict between Chinese architects and 
the Communist Government in the 1950s;  
Xiao Hu, University of Nebraska, History Department, Graduate Conference 
in the Humanities, Lincoln Nebraska 2006 
 
Must the Walls be torn down? The Cultural Dimension of Urban Planning in 
China; By Shi, Mingzheng; In: Planning History [Great Britain] 2000 Volume: 
22 Issue: 1 Pages: 8-16 
 

 
Case studies: Shanghai, Lhasa, Guangzhou 

Wednesday, September 30  Ca. 40 pages   No exercise 
Monday, October 5   Ca. 65 pages   No exercise 
 
Addressing the structural changes of three very distinct cities in China, certain 
patterns will emerge (from the rubble). It will not come as a surprise to learn 
that the economy-prioritizing model of urbanization is being applied across 
the board, and that the performance of China's mayors is evaluated and 
adjudged based on centrally formulated growth projections. The three cities 
Shanghai, Guangzhou (Canton) and Lhasa will be put under a magnifying 
glass to see how planners respond to historical impositions, current pressures, 
and how they envision the future of urbanism in these three locales.  
 

1. Lhasa – a look at ethnic traditions and superimposed 
modern planning imperatives 

A quote from Lhasa's mayor, Norbu Toinzhub: "Tourists admire the Tibetan 
culture because it is unique. The Tibetan culture will not disappear when 
there is a market demand for it." 
 
Readings/materials: 
Economic Development in Tibet under the People's Republic of China 
June Teufel Dreyer; in: Journal of Contemporary China 2003, v. 12:36, p. 
411-430 
 
Han and Tibetan residential patterns in Lhasa 
By Rong Ma; in: The China Quarterly no.128, 1991, pages 814-835 



 

 
Lhasa general development plan 2003-2007; Lhasa Municipal Government, 
2003.   
 
The Lhasa atlas : traditional Tibetan architecture and townscape / Knud 
Larsen and Amund Sinding-Larsen; Boston: Shambhala;  Distributed in the 
U.S. by Random House, 2001 
Kroch Asia Library  NA1547.L45 L37 2001 + 
 
Additional reading: China’s great train: Beijing’s drive west and the 
campaign to remake Tibet, by Abraham Lustgarten (New York 2008) 
 
 

2-3. Shanghai, Guangzhou 
Readings: 
China’s Urban Transformation: Patterns and Processes of Morphological 
Change in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou; by Gaubatz, Piper. Journal: 
Urban Studies [Great Britain] 1999, Volume: 36, Issue: 9, Pages: 1495-1521 
 
Metropolitan Spatial Dynamics: Shanghai 
Susan Walcott and Clifton Pannell; June 23, 2004 (18 p.) 
 
Municipal Leadership and Interest-oriented Mass Participation: The Process 
of Housing Reform Plan in Shanghai; by Chen Shi. 
Journal of Contemporary China, 1995, Issue: 10, Pages: 45-65. 
 

 
Memory and the city - Disappearing and re-emerging 
spaces of identity 
Wednesday, October 7   Ca. 55 pages   No exercise 
(Fall break – October 10 to 13) 
Wednesday, October 14   Ca. 60 pages   No exercise 
 

1. General 
Much has been made of the disappearing architectural and urban heritage of 
China's cities.  
Some argue that there most if not all distinctive features have been lost, and 
that time spent between Xi'an and Chengdu only manifests itself in local 
cuisine, but no longer in its built environment. No doubt styles of urban form 
and much expertise have been lost. Likewise, instances to re-capture lost 
spaces, to provide necessary upgrades, to preserve or to rebuild are 
innumerous (if not often successful). Depending on the chosen "upgrade 



 

path", the community's affluence and its modernist (or post-modern) approach 
to urban renewal, the balance between spaces of resignation and spaces of 
emerging possibilities may be tipping this way or that. In this respect, every 
Chinese city has its own, unique profile; Beijing, being the city with the most 
to loose, wages battle against its own past, to some degree by accident, in 
another sense simply by default. Suzhou, on the other hand, was able 
to maintain (and therefore to market) a certain image which signature 
structures such as YM Pei's new museum successfully reinforce. 
 
Readings: 
Spaces of disappearance - aesthetic responses to contemporary Beijing city 
planning; By Robin Visser; In: Journal of Contemporary China 13:39, 2004, 
pp. 277-301.  
 
The Provision of Public Goods by a local Entrepreneurial State: The 
Preservation of the Nanyue Relics in China; By: Ma Shu-yun and Chan Wai-
yin; In: Journal of Development Studies 2003, vol.40, issue 1, pp.119-141 
 
Suzhou believes in yesterday; 
Wang Jun; Beijing Review July 29, 2004, vol. 47 issue 30 (5 p) 
 

Continuation of … Memory and the city - Disappearing 
and re-emerging spaces of identity 
 

2. Case studies (The Beijing hutongs; Nanjing, etc.) 
Readings: 
The Aesthetics of City-Scale Preservation Policy in Beijing  
Abramson, Daniel Benjamin.   
Planning Perspectives [Great Britain] 2007 22(2): pp.129-166.  
 
Politics of Housing Redevelopment in China: the Rise and Fall of the Ju'er 
Hutong project in inner-city Beijing; By Yan Zhang and Ke Fang; in: Journal of 
Housing and the Build Environment 2003, vol. 18, pp.75-87 
 
Search for Balance Between and Harmony of Protection and Development of 
Ancient Cities: Introduction to Protection and Renewal Planning of Old City of 
Nanjing. By Zhou Lan, Tong Benqin, He Shimao; In: China City Planning 
Review vol.15:2, 2006, p.48-55.  
 
 

Neighborhood development and de-evolution in the 



 

Chinese urban context 

Monday, October 19   Ca. 20 pages   No exercise 
Wednesday, October 21   Ca. 60 pages   No exercise 
 
Community planning is not a new trend in Chinese planning circles. It is as 
old as Chinese cities themselves. However, with increasingly pluralistic levels 
of urbanization, the (non-)distinctive qualities of neighborhoods and cohesive 
communities are undergoing new, evaluative procedures.  We will need to 
find a common denominator regarding the definitions of the terms 
"neighborhood" and "community" as well as "social engineering". As the 
danwei (work unit) model unravels, design theories based on the cultural 
resourcefulness of local heritage have started to take root, and more inclusive 
planning processes are introduced to residents of a number of cities, albeit in 
a very cautious and carefully orchestrated manner.  
 

Film: Shower 洗澡 (1999); Directed by Zhang Yang 张扬 

 
Readings: 
Social Areas in Beijing; by Victor Sit; in: Geografiska Annaler. Series B, 
Human Geography, Vol. 81, No. 4 (1999), pp. 203-221 
 
Inequalities in Access to Community Resources in a Chinese City; by John 
Logan & Bian Yanjie; in:  
Social Forces, Vol. 72, No. 2 (Dec. 1993), pp. 555-576 
 
Sociospatial Differentiation Processes and Spaces in Subdistricts of Shanghai; 
by Wu Fulong & Li Zhigang; in: Urban Geography, 2005, 26, 2, pp. 137–166 
(Note: Large file: 11MB) 
 

 
Mechanisms of land transformation, land use and 
urban-oriented migration 
Monday, October 26   Ca. 80 pages   No exercise 
 
Article 10 of the Constitution of the Peoples Republic of China (Revision of 
2004):  

¶ Land in cities is owned by the state 
¶ Land in the rural and suburban areas is owned by collectives except 

for those portions which belong to the state in accordance with the law; 
house sites and privately farmed plots of cropland and hilly land are 
also owned by collectives. 



 

¶ The State may, in the public interest and in accordance with the 
provisions of law, expropriate or requisition land for its use and shall 
make compensation for the land expropriated or requisitioned. 

¶ No organization or individual may appropriate, buy, sell or unlawfully 
transfer land in other ways. The right to the use of the land may be 
transferred in accordance with the law. 

¶ All organizations and individuals using land must ensure its rational 
use. 

The first paragraph here is obviously of greatest importance. For mostly 
economic (and ideological) reasons, in a socialist state, land not used for 
farming and agriculture (which is owned and operated by collectives) belongs 
to the State. In recent years, the last paragraph has seen a lot of debate, 
resulting in policies that shift the burden of creating an evaluation scheme for 
rational land-use efficiencies from the State to the level of local governments. 
The results of this shift will be subjected to analysis in the readings and the 
discussions in class. Another very important (and increasingly controversial) 
issue is the discussion around rights to the land, and new, legal avenues 
governing the rightful transfer of these rights without allowing for wide-spread 
land speculation as routinely practiced in less regulated (=Western) market 
economies.  

Readings: 
Changing Spatial Distribution and Determinants of Land Development in 
Chinese Cities in the Transition from a Centrally Planned Economy to a 
Socialist Market Economy: A Case Study of Guangzhou  
Authors: Wu Fulong; Anthony Gar-On Yeh; Published in: Urban Studies, 
Volume 34, Issue 11, January 1997, pages 1851 - 1880  
 
Review on Land Issues in China since 2003; by Cong Yanguo & Wei Lihua; in: 
China City Planning Review, vol. 18:1, 2009, pp. 24-31. 
 
Discussion on Evolution of Land-use Planning in China; by Cai Yumei et al.; 
in: China City Planning Review, vol. 18:1, 2009, pp. 32-37. 
 
From Land Use Right to Land Development Right: Institutional Change in 
China’s Urban Development 
Author: Zhu Jieming. In: Urban Studies [Great Britain]  2004; Volume: 41; 
Issue: 7, Pages: 1249-1267; ISSN: 0042-0980 
 
Also the following newspaper articles: 
1. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/19/content_10218172.htm 
 
2. http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/10/19/asia/AS-China-Communists.php 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/19/content_10218172.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/19/content_10218172.htm
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/10/19/asia/AS-China-Communists.php


 

 
3. http://www.chinadaily.net/china/2006-06/07/content_610201.htm 
 
 

The Five-year Plans and 2020 scenarios 
Wednesday, October 28   Ca. 50 pages   Exercise 
Monday, November 2   Ca. 80 pages   No exercise 
 
As a planned economy, China is remarkably anarchic. Diversity exists on 
many levels, linguistically, culturally, cuisine, architecture, labor and wages, 
etc. These types of diversity, be they local or regional, have long sustained 
unique life styles and qualities which constitute what we might call "place 
identity". The "standard" five year plans mostly concern themselves with the 
economic performance of the entire country. Subject to the overall strategy 
developed in these plans, a plethora of derivative plans are being compiled, 
all of them directed at enhancing efficiencies and the overall performance of 
the city. Each city in China at this point has seen (and often dismissed) a 
multiplicity of masterplans, some of them reaching far into the future. 2020 is 
a convenient date set forth by many such plans, projecting urban growth, 
infrastructural challenges, wager structuring versus housing affordability, 
resource management, shifts in supply and demand, national ranking and 
global competitiveness, etc.  
 

1. Introduction to the parameters and values of the latest Five-
year plans and 2020 projections 

Readings: 
Planning the competitive city-region - The emergence of strategic 
development plan in China; By Wu Fulong, Zhang, Jingxing; In: Urban Affairs 
Review 42 (5): pp. 714-740; May 2007 
 
A new phase of Urban Development via Scientific Planning: A Historical 
Opportunity for Planning and its Leading role; By Zhou Ganzhi; China City 
Planning Review 2007, Vol. 16 no.2, pp. 8-15 
 
Outline of Urban Development in China 2005 
Mao Qizhi & Yu Taofang; In: China City Planning Review, Vol.16, no.2, 2007, 
pp. 66-72 
 

2. Beijing 2020 

Readings: 
Planning Greater Beijing and Building a World City – Research in Spatial 

http://www.chinadaily.net/china/2006-06/07/content_610201.htm


 

Development Planning for Beijing-Tianjin-Northern Hebei Region 
Wu Liangyong et al.; in: China City Planning Review 16:1, 2007, pp.22-34. 

Envisioning Beijing 2020 through sketches of urban scenario; 

Yan Song Chengri and Gerrit Knaap  

 

Beijing forwarded into the future (placeholder for two more readings - DDD) 

 

 

Urban ecologies - Sustainability, the environment and 

planning green 

Wednesday, November 4   Ca. 80 pages  No exercise 

 

Readings: 

Governing through Environment (huanjing 环境): Sustainability, Value, and 

City Building in Dalian, China 

Lisa Hoffman, U Wash, 2006 CPN conference proceedings, pp. 43-53;  

 

A Garden City System for 21st Century China? 

Maurits van Rooijen; 2006 CPN conference proceedings, pp. 129-132 

 

China's Cities, Globalization and Sustainable Development - Comparative 

thoughts on urban planning, energy, and environmental policy ; By Edward 

Ziegler; in: Washington University - Global Studies Law Review, vol.5, nr.2 

(2006), pp.295-322 

 

Sustainable energy and urban form in China: the relevance of community 

energy management; By Bryn Sadownik & Mark Jaccard; in: Energy Policy 29 

(2001), p.55-65 

 
 

Water, air, noise - Random stories, case studies, 

policies and mechanism of accountability 
Monday, November 9   Ca. 80 pages  No exercise 

 

It is no secret that China's environmental condition has been degraded by 

human intervention. Intensive agriculture may account for wide spread 



 

erosion of top soil. Demand for timber and firewood enhances the loss of 

vegetation cover, leading to unstable slopes and frequent landslides. This 

series of readings will give us a basic understanding to which degree rapid 

urbanization is responsible for the increased number of environmental and 

public health hazards in China.   

 

Readings: 

A Price too High: The Health Impacts of Air Pollution in Southern China; 

report released June 2008. Read the parts Executive Summary and pt.5: 

What Can Be Done, Now and in the Future? 

Christine Loh, Civic Exchange; Institute for the Environment, Hong Kong 

University of Science and Technology; Department of Community Medicine 

and Unit for Behavioral Sciences, Hong Kong University Medical Centre; 

Department of Community and Family Medicine, School of Public Health, 

Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 

More readings to be determined (DDD) 

 

China's new urban models: Eco-city Planning 
Wednesday, November 11   Ca. 70 pages  No exercise 

 

It is safe to say that the concept of the eco-city has been not only embraced 

in China, but, as a countermeasure to conventional planning, has been 

heralded as an objective of absolute necessity. Following the formulation of 

"Ecological Civilization" 生态文明 which was propagated at the 17th National 

Congress of the Communist Party of China (Oct. 2007), the notion of living 

well and healthy while reducing the individual household's carbon footprint 

has become a programmatic value in the discussions among urban planners. 

China as we speak is constructing a series of eco-cities, often with 

international participation and joint funding. We will look at the debates that 

govern the planning process of China's eco-cities, strategies of 

implementation, and the potential for innovation which may go far beyond 

China itself.  

 

Readings: 

The eco-city: ten key transport and planning dimensions for sustainable city 

development; by: Kenworthy JR; in:  Environment and Urbanization, vol. 18:1, 

2006-04, pp 67-85.  



 

 

Theories and Practices of Eco-city Planning : A case study on Tianjin Sino-

Singapore Eco-city; by Yang Baojun & Dong Ke; in: China City Planning 

Review 17:4, 2008, pp.32-39. (DDD) 

 

Eco-city: From Concept to Implementation - Case Studies in Shanghai 

Dongtan and Beijing Changxindian; by Stanley C.T. Yip; in: China City 

Planning Review 17:4, 2008, pp.45-53. (DDD) 

 

See also:  

- China's first eco-city: the Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-City  
(specifically, check the Key Performance Indicator link and the Master Plan link) 

- Photo gallery of the Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-City 

 

 

Mega-urbanization, regional integration and urban 

agglomeration 
Monday, November 16   Ca. 60 pages  No exercise 

 

Readings:  

Urban planning in Hong Kong and integration with the Pearl River Delta : a 

historical account of local development. Author: Augustin-Jean, L. 

Journal: GeoJournal 2005, Volume 62, Issue 1-2, pp.1-13 

 

Peri-urbanism in globalizing China: A study of new urbanism in Dongguan; By 

George C.S. C 

Eurasian Geography and Economics 2006, vol.47 no.1, pp.28-53 

 

Politics of Spatial Planning and Regional Integration: Reflections on the Pro-

Urbanization strategy of the Pearl River Delta in the New Millenium: By Po 

Lang-chih; 3rd CPN Conference 2006, p.299-319 

 

A survey of the history of the profession in China 

and Taiwan - State, province and city level plan-

ning offices – Charges, tasks, responsibilities 

http://www.tianjinecocity.gov.sg/
http://www.tianjinecocity.gov.sg/KPI.htm
http://www.tianjinecocity.gov.sg/masterplan.htm
http://hahn.zenfolio.com/p832629685


 

Wednesday, November 18   Ca. 50 pages  No exercise 

 

Only about 58% of aspiring urban planners in China pass the Practice 

of Urban Planning test.  The overall score of planners taking various 

required tests to practice their profession is in fact even lower, at only 

46%.  It is no wonder that the educational approaches to teaching 

urban planning in China are under constant review and revision in 

recent years. We will ask questions about how urban planners are 

taught, how the trade is structured, and how urban planning is 

integrated into municipal and regional-level decision making processes.  

 

Readings: 

The education and continuing education of Urban planners. 

Wang Jinhao, Roger J. Barry et al. 

3rd CPN Conference Proceedings 2006, p.135-142 

 

The "Third Spring" of Urban Planning in China - The Resurrection of 

Professional Planning in the post-Mao Era. 

Li Hou & Michael Leaf; In: China Information vol. 20:3 2006, p.553-585 

 

Development of Urban Planning Education and its Institutionalization in 

China; By Zhao Min & Lin Hua; In: China City Planning Review, 

vol.18:2, 2009, p.66-72 (DDD) 

 

Monday, November 23   Ca. xx pages  xx exercise 

 

(Thanksgiving break) 

 

Monday, November 30   Ca. xx pages  xx exercise 

 

Wednesday, December 2   Ca. xx pages  xx exercise 

 

 

December 6 to 9  (Study period) 

 

December 9 to 18  (Exam period) 

 

 



 

 

 

General resources  

____________ 

Virtual windows into China's professional planning communities:  

1. China Urban Planning net 

2. Urban Planning Society of China (founded 1956) 

3. China Association of City Planning (founded 1994) 

4. Asian Planning Schools Association (founded 1993) 

5. China Urban Planning materials 中国近代城市化图片资料 

 

http://www.china-up.com/index.asp
http://www.china-up.com/index.asp
http://www.china-up.com/index.asp
http://www.cacp.org.cn/index.asp
http://www.hku.hk/cupem/apsa/
http://hahn.zenfolio.com/f64817197

